
Etiquette and Wording Samples 

The Wedding Invitation 

Formal/Traditional:  

1) Being held in a church/place of worship and hosted by the parents of the bride: 
Mr. and Mrs. Luis Thompson request the honor of your presence a the marriage of their daughter… 

2) Being held outside of a church/place of worship and hosted by the parents of the bride: 
Mr. and Mr. Luis Thompson request the pleasure of your company at the marriage of their 
daughter… 

3) Being held outside of a church and hosted by both sets of parents: 
Mr. and Mrs. Luis Thompson and Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Hunter request the pleasure of your company at 
the marriage of their children… 

Modern/Less Formal:  

1) Hosted by both sets of parents and the bride and groom: 
Together with their families Henry Thompson and Olivia Hunter invite you to share in their joy at 
the celebration of their marriage… 

2) Hosted by the bride and groom:  
Henry Thompson and Olivia Hunter joyfully request the pleasure of your company a their wedding 
celebration… 

Additional Wedding Invitation Pieces:  

RSVP Card  

Formal/Traditional: 
The favor of a reply is requested by the fifteenth of May 

Modern/Less Formal: 
Kindly respond by (or) Kindly reply by the fifteenth of May 

Response Card Tips:  
-Include the rsvp deadline date 

-Include menu selections (optional) 
-Include space for a note to the bride and groom (optional) 
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-Include space for number of seats allotted per invitation (optional)  
-Include a verse or special phrase (optional)  

Reception Card 

1) Ceremony + Reception to be held at same location: 
“Reception to follow” at the bottom of the invitation is acceptable  

2) Ceremony + Reception to be held at different locations:  
Include a reception card with the event details as part of your wedding invitation suite  

Activities Card 
Outline activities, meals and other events taking place over the course of your wedding weekend.  

Friday - 6pm - Rehearsal Dinner at The Rusty Pelican  

Saturday - 12pm - Ladies brunch at The Peacock Garden Cafe  

Sunday - 1pm - Farewell BBQ hosted at Mr. and Mrs. Henry’s Residence  

Informational Card(s) 
Cards are to be enclosed in your wedding suite and can include extra information such as lodging, 

directions, accommodations, transportation, registry etc. 

Rehearsal Dinner Invitation 
It is traditional to send rehearsal invitations four to six weeks before the event. Wording can vary 

depending on formality and location.  

1) You are cordially invited to attend the Rehearsal Dinner honoring Oliver and Samantha…  
2) Mr. and Mrs. John Marcos request the honor of your company at the Rehearsal Dinner honoring 
Oliver and Samantha… 

Escort Card(s) 
Generally placed on a decorative table at the entrance of your reception to provide direction for 

your guests on where they should be seated. If you are looking for a unique way to show your guests 
to their seats, we would be happy to provide you with creative suggestions.  

1) Mrs. Elena Smith  
Table Two  

2) Mr. + Mrs. John Smith  
    Paris, France  

3) Mr. and Mrs. Laurence  
No. 3 

 miami, florida   l    305.639.0574   l   erica@inspiredbyabove.com    l   ibapapergoods.com

mailto:erica@inspiredbyabove.com
http://ibapapergoods.com


Programs + Menus 
Many couples use these items to add a personalized touch to their wedding day.  

Program Suggestions 
May include a brief description of how the couple met, list member of the wedding party or details 
of the wedding schedule.  

Menu Suggestions 
There are various options when displaying the menu for your event. Some couples opt to use a large 
board that is placed at the buffet table or entrance of the reception. Other choose to create a custom 
menu that will greet each guest at their place setting.   

Tips To Consider:  
- If your wedding is being held at a place of worship, “we request the honor of your presence” is 

traditionally used.  
- Some words that go together like bread and butter include: Honor + Favor and Honour + Favour, 

but be sure to use each with its appropriate partner.  
- For wedding invitations, try not to use abbreviations: middle names + address details included. 
- Save the Dates should be sent our six to eight months before the wedding.  
- Wedding invitations should be sent eight to twelve weeks from the event.  
- RSVP cards should be due back four weeks before the event.  

The wording samples provided above are simply suggestions to better assist you in the planning process. 
There are a myriad of ways to arrange invitation wording, so feel free to let your personality shine + be 

adventurous! 
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